into battle
" Every morn brought forth a noble chance
And every chance brought forth a noble knight,"
deserve our gratitude, as do all of the brave men who, in so many
ways and on so many occasions, are ready, and continue ready, to
give life and all for their native land.
I return to the Army. In the long series of very fierce battles,
now on this front, now on that, fighting on three fronts at once,
battles fought by two or three divisions against an equal or some-
what larger number of the enemy, and fought fiercely on some of
the old grounds that so many of us knew so well, in these battles
our losses in men have exceeded 30,000 killed, wounded and missing.
I take occasion to express the sympathy of the House to all who
have suffered bereavement or who are still anxious. The President
of the Board of Trade1 is not here to-day. His son has been killed,
and many in the House have felt the pangs of affliction in the
sharpest form. But I will say this about the missing. We have
had a large number of wounded come home safely to this country,
but I would say about the missing that there may be very many
reported missing who will come back home, some day, in one way
or another. In the confusion of this fight it is inevitable that many
have been left in positions where honour required no further
resistance from them.
Against this loss of over 30,000 men, we can set a far heavier
loss certainly inflicted upon the enemy. But our losses in material
are enormous. We have perhaps lost one-third of the men we lost
in the opening days of the battle of 21st March, 1918, but we have
lost nearly as many guns—nearly one thousand—and all our trans-
port, all the armoured vehicles that were with the Army in the
north. This loss will impose a further delay on the expansion of
our military strength. That expansion had not been proceeding
as fast as we had hoped. The best of all we had to give had gone
to the British Expeditionary Force, and although they had not the
numbers of tanks and some articles of equipment which were
desirable, they were a very well and finely equipped Army. They
had the first-fruits of all that our industry had to give, and that is
gone. And now here is this further delay. How long it will be,
how long it will last, depends upon the exertions which we make in
this island. An effort the like of which has never been seen in our
records is now being made. Work is proceeding everywhere, night
and day, Sundays and week-days. Capital and labour have cast
aside their interests, rights, and customs and put them into the
1 Sir Andrew Duncan, now Minister of Supply.
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